Claims 1 - 46 (canceled) 

47. (amended to incorporate limitation of dependent claim 48) A method in a 
networked computer system for offering to recipients of published works of authorship a license 
to use a work of authorship, comprising: 

a. having on a computer network a license offering server that presents web 
pages, each web page associated with one of a plurality of viewable works of authorship and with 
a unique work identifier, each web page presenting to any of a plurality of client computers on 
the network an offer of a license to use the associated viewable work of authorship; 

b. from a server on the computer network, providing to a client computer on 
the network one of said works of authorship and providing, associat e d causing the client 
computer to display, as a viewable part of with said viewable work, a hotspot which, when 
selected at the client computer, provides the unique work identifier associated with said work for 
use as a part of a network address, thereby directing the client computer to the licensing web 
page for the associated work of authorship; and 

c. receiving at the license offering server a request from the client computer 
to present the licensing web page for the associated work of authorship. 

48. (canceled) Th e m e thod of claim 4 7 wh e r e in th e hot spot includ e s an icon 
r e pr e s e nting an action to obtain a lic e ns e r e lating to th e work of authorship. 

49. The method of claim 47 wherein the work of authorship is a text article 
having a beginning and an end and the hotspot is located at the end. 

50. The method of claim 47 wherein the unique work identifier is a universal 
resource name within the network. 

5 1 . The method of claim 47 wherein the unique work identifier includes an 
identifier of the publisher of the work. 
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52. The method of claim 47 wherein each licensing web page includes one or 
more of: a title of the associated work, a name of an author of the associated work, and a name of 
a publisher of the associated work. 

53. The method of claim 47 wherein each licensing web page includes a field 
in which a type of permission can be selected. 

54. The method of claim 47 wherein the work of authorship is a text article 
and the associated licensing web page includes a field in which a portion of the article to be used 
can be specified. 

55. The method of claim 47 wherein each licensing web page includes a 
hotspot which, if selected, indicates that offered license terms have been accepted. 

56. The method of claim 47 wherein the computer network comprises the 
global computer network. 



57. A method in a networked computer system for granting licenses to use a 
work of authorship and presenting records of said licenses, comprising: 

a. having on a computer network a server that presents web pages, each web 
page associated with one of a plurality of source works of authorship, each web page presenting 
to any one of a plurality of client computers an offer of a license to use the associated source 
work of authorship; 

b. receiving at the server from one of said client computers, relating to one of 
said web pages, an acceptance of the license to use the associated source work of authorship; 

c. in response to receiving the acceptance, creating on a server on the 
computer network a record associated with said accepted license and containing information 
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about said accepted license, said record identified by a unique license identifier and accessible by 
said client computer; and 

d. providing to said client computer said unique license identifier. 

58. The method of claim 57 wherein the license identifier comprises a 

number.. 

59. The method of claim 57 wherein the record on the server is accessible by a 
client computer in the form of a web page presenting terms of the accepted license. 

60. The method of claim 59 further comprising the step of the server receiving 
from a client computer said unique license identifier and using said unique license identifier to 
find the record. 

61 . The method of claim 57 wherein the server solicits from the client 
computer a name of the licensee and records the name in the record. 

62. The method of claim 57 wherein the server solicits from the client 
computer an address and sends to the client computer a message that printed copies of the work 
of authorship will be delivered to the specified address. 

63. The method of claim 57 wherein the record includes one or more of: a title 
of the associated work, a name of an author of the associated work, and a name of a publisher of 
the associated work. 

64. The method of claim 57 wherein the computer network comprises the 
global computer network. 
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65. (canceled) A m e thod on a comput e r n e twork including at l e ast on e cli e nt 
syst e m and at l e ast one s e rv e r syst e m for cr e ating a r e gistration for a publish e r of a s e t of works 
of authorship, th e r e gistration including t e rms for lic e nsing such works of authorship so that a 
p e rson may r e vi e w th e t e rms and d e cide wh e th e r to licens e one or mor e of th e works, th e m e thod 
comprising: 

r e c e iving on a s e rv e r syst e m from a client syst e m publish e r account information 
regarding a publish e r to b e r e gist e r e d and information r e garding t e rms for licensing on e or more 
works of th e publish e r's s e t of works of authorship; 

g e nerating on th e s e rv e r system a r e cord associat e d with th e publish e r, th e r e cord 
containing th e t e rms for lic e nsing on e or more of th e works of authorship and having an 
id e ntifi e r associat e d with th e publish e r; and 

providing th e id e ntifi e r from th e s e rv e r syst e m to th e cli e nt syst e m, th e id e ntifi e r 
b e ing includ e d in subs e qu e ntly published copi e s of th e publish e r's works of authorship so that a 
person vi e wing one of th e subs e qu e ntly published works may us e th e identifi e r to acc e ss on th e 
s e rv e r syst e m th e t e rms for lic e n s ing th e work. 

66. (canceled) Th e m e thod of claim 65 wh e r e in th e subs e qu e ntly publish e d 
work of authorship compris e s cont e nt e mbodi e d in a w e b pag e , th e id e ntifi e r is a part of th e w e b 
pag e , and th e id e ntifi e r sp e cifi e s part or all of a uniform r e sourc e locator of a lic e nsing w e b pag e 
that contains th e t e rm s for lic e nsing th e work of authorship. 

67. (canceled) Th e m e thod of claim 65 wh e r e in th e uniform r e source locator 
is activat e d by a click on a hot spot in th e corr e sponding w e b pag e . 

68. (canceled) Th e m e thod of claim 65 wh e r e in th e cli e nt syst e m and th e 
s e rv e r syst e m communicat e via th e global comput e r n e twork to r e c e iv e th e information on th e 
s e rv e r syst e m and provid e th e id e ntifi e r from th e s e rv e r syst e m to th e cli e nt syst e m. 
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69. (canceled) A m e thod on a comput e r n e twork for r e gist e ring t e rms for 
lic e nsing works of authorship and for licensing th e works of authorship by acc e pting th e 
regist e r e d t e rms, th e m e thod comprising: 

(a) r e c e iving on a s e rv e r syst e m from a first cli e nt system publish e r account 

information and information r e garding terms for lic e nsing a publish e r's s e t of works of 
authorship; 

(b) g e n e rating on th e s e rv e r system an id e ntifi e r for th e publisher's s e t of 

works of authorship from th e r e c e iv e d information; 

(e) g e n e rating on th e s e rv e r syst e m a r e cord associat e d with th e identifi e r, th e 

r e cord containing th e t e rms for lic e nsing th e works of authorship; 

(d) sending th e id e ntifi e r from th e s e rv e r syst e m to th e first cli e nt syst e m, th e 

id e ntifi e r providing information that enabl e s access to th e t e rms for licensing on th e s e rv e r 
system; 

(e) including th e identifi e r in subs e qu e ntly publish e d copi e s of th e works of 

authorship so that a p e rson vi e wing one of th e works may acc e ss th e t e rms for lic e nsing th e work 
on th e s e rv e r syst e m; 

(#) using th e id e ntifi e r on a s e cond cli e nt syst e m to acc e ss th e r e cord on th e 

s e rv e r syst e m containing th e t e rms for lic e nsing; 

(g) supplying information from th e second cli e nt syst e m to th e serv e r syst e m 

to sp e cify th e d e sir e d lic e ns e ; and 

(h) on th e s e rv e r syst e m, r e c e iving from th e s e cond cli e nt syst e m an 

acc e ptanc e of th e t e rms for lic e nsing. 

70. (canceled) Th e m e thod of claim 69 wh e r e in th e work of authorship 
compris e s cont e nt e mbodi e d in a w e b pag e and th e id e ntifi e r is includ e d in th e w e b pag e , th e 
id e ntifi e r sp e cifying a uniform r e sourc e locator of a lic e nsing w e b pag e on th e s e rv e r syst e m that 
contains th e t e rms for lic e nsing th e work of authorship. 

71. (canceled) Th e m e thod of claim 70 wh e r e in th e uniform r e sourc e locator 
is activat e d by a click on a hot spot in the corr e sponding web page. 
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72. A server system for registering licensing terms for a set of works of 
authorship and granting copyright licenses for such works of authorship via a computer network, 
the server system comprising: 

(a) a registration component that receives registration information for a set of 
works of authorship from a first client system and generates a licensing terms record in a 
database corresponding to the set, the registration component also generating a first code 
corresponding to the licensing terms record and thereafter providing the first code to the first 
client system, the first code including information enabling a second client system to access the 
license record; and 

(b) a clearance component that receives from the second client system a 
request to access the licensing terms record in the registration component, the request including 
user information and acceptance of terms of a license corresponding to the licensing terms 
record, and the clearance component providing to the second client system a second code 
corresponding to a license granted for the work of authorship associated with the licensing terms 
record and generating a corresponding license record for the granted license accessible from a 
client computer as a web page corresponding to the second code. 

73. The server system of claim 72 wherein the request received by the 
clearance component from the second client system comprises a request from a web browser 
running on the second client system, the web browser generating the request from the first code. 

74. The server system of claim 72 wherein the clearance component further 
provides along with the second code a copy of the work of authorship to the second client 
system. 

75. [ previously canceled] 

76. The server system of claim 72 wherein the registration and clearance 
components communicate with client systems over the global computer network. 
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77. A server system for granting licenses to use a work of authorship and 
providing information about such licenses, comprising: 

(a) a database component that generates web pages, each web page being 
associated with at least one of a plurality of source works of authorship, and each web page 
presenting to any one of a plurality of users an offer of a license to use the associated source 
work of authorship; 

(b) a receiving component that receives acceptances from users, each 
acceptance relating to one of the web pages and being an acceptance of a license to use each 
source work of authorship associated with the web page; 

(c) a licensing record component that receives each acceptance, and, in 
response to receiving the acceptance, generates a record associated with the accepted license and 
containing information about the terms of the accepted license, the record being identified by a 
unique license identifier, and the licensing record component providing to the user supplying the 
acceptance the unique license identifier. 

78. The server system of claim 77 wherein each of the plurality of users 
corresponds to a client system. 

79. The server system of claim 77 wherein each unique license identifier 
comprises one of or both of: a visual representation conveying information enabling a user to 
access the record associated with the license and a machine-readable portion enabling the user to 
access the record through a web browser. 

80. The server system of claim 77 wherein each record comprises a markup 
language file that may be displayed by a user through a web browser 
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81. (canceled) A serv e r syst e m for registering a publish e r's lic e nsing t e rms 
for of a s e t of works of authorship on a computer network including at l e ast on e client syst e m 
and at l e ast on e s e rv e r syst e m, th e r e gistration including t e rms for licensing such works of 
authorship so that a p e rson may r e vi e w the t e rms and d e cid e wh e th e r to lic e ns e on e or mor e of 
th e works, th e s e rv e r syst e m comprising: 

(a) a r e c e iving compon e nt that r e c e iv e s from a cli e nt syst e m publish e r 

account information and information r e garding t e rms for lic e nsing works of authorship; 

(b) a cod e gen e ration compon e nt that g e n e rat e s a cod e from th e publisher 

account information ^ 

(e) a lic e nsing t e rms r e cord component that g e n e rates a r e cord associat e d with 

th e cod e , th e r e cord containing th e t e rms for lic e nsing works of authorship; and 

(d) a transmission compon e nt that s e nds th e cod e to th e cli e nt syst e m, the 

cod e b e ing includ e d in subs e qu e ntly publish e d copi e s of works of authorship so that a person 
vi e wing on e of th e works may acc e s s on th e s e rv e r syst e m th e t e rms for lic e nsing th e work. 

82. (canceled) Th e s e rv e r s yst e m of claim 81 wher e in th e work of authorship 
compris e s cont e nt e mbodi e d in a w e b pag e and th e publish e r's cod e is includ e d in th e web pag e 
and sp e cifi e s a uniform r e sourc e locator of a lic e nsing w e b pag e on th e s e rv e r syst e m that 
contains t e rms for lic e nsing th e work of authorship. 

83. (canceled) Th e s e rv e r syst e m of claim 81 wh e r e in e ach lic e nsing t e rms 
r e cord compris e s a markup languag e fil e . 



84. (new) A method in a networked computer system for offering to 
recipients of published works of authorship a license to use a work of authorship, comprising: 

a. having on a computer network a license offering server that presents web 
pages, each web page associated with one of a plurality of viewable works of authorship and with 
a unique work identifier, each web page presenting to any of a plurality of client computers on 
the network an offer of a license to use the associated viewable work of authorship; 
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b. from a server on the computer network, providing to a client computer on 
the network one of said works of authorship and causing the client computer to display, as a 
viewable part of said viewable work, a hotspot which, when selected at the client computer, 
provides the unique work identifier associated with said work for use as a part of a network 
address, thereby directing the client computer to the licensing web page for the associated work 
of authorship; and 

c. receiving at the license offering server a request from the client computer 
to present the licensing web page for the associated work of authorship. 

85. (new) The method of claim 84 wherein the hot spot includes an icon 
representing an action to obtain a license relating to the work of authorship. 

86. (new) The method of claim 84 wherein the work of authorship is a text 
article having a beginning and an end and the hotspot is located at the end. 

87. (new) The method of claim 84 wherein the unique work identifier is a 
universal resource name within the network. 

88. (new) The method of claim 84 wherein the unique work identifier 
includes an identifier of the publisher of the work. 

89. (new) The method of claim 84 wherein each licensing web page includes 
one or more of: a title of the associated work, a name of an author of the associated work, and a 
name of a publisher of the associated work. 

90. (new) The method of claim 84 wherein each licensing web page includes 
a field in which a type of permission can be selected. 
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91 . (new) The method of claim 84 wherein the work of authorship is a text 
article, and the associated licensing web page includes a field in which a portion of the article to 
be used can be specified. 



92. (new) The method of claim 84 wherein each licensing web page includes 
a hotspot which, if selected, indicates that offered license terms have been accepted. 

93. (new) The method of claim 84 wherein the computer network comprises 
the global computer network. 
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